1925: ALLEXBY LEAVES EGYPT
to the royal will. The old struggle between King and
people entered a new phase.
Meanwhile the internal situation remained quiet.
The main event of the period was the arrest, trial,, and
conviction of the murderers of the Sirdar. Their con-
viction was the result of a very fine piece of police work,
carried out mainly by British police officers. The diffi-
culty in this, as in all the other political crimes of these
vears in Egypt, was to obtain the necessary evidence
against the criminals, who were frequently known to, or
strongly suspected by, the police. The right men had
sometimes been arrested but had always to be released
for want of evidence. The organization responsible for
the murders intimidated, if necessary, witnesses from
coming forward and provided, when necessary, false
evidence for the defence. Unless, therefore, the murderers
couid be caught red-handed the only hope WTES to extract
a confession from one of them by guile or promise of
pardon.
After much search the British heads of the police
secured as their agent a former Egyptian law student
who in 1915, from mistaken motives of patriotism, had
been involved in an attempt on the life of Sultan Hussein,
He had been sentenced to death but had received com-
mutation to penal servitude for life, and had worked ten
years in the Tura stone-quarries before being let out of
prison as the result of an amnesty. When he was released
and found that those who had employed him had merely
used his patriotism as a tool and had no further use for
him he determined on revenge; and the prospect of the
ten thousand pounds' reward which had been offered for
conviction of the Sirdar's murderers, together with hope
of a free pardon for his original crime, brought him into
the service of the police. Posing as one who thirsted for
revenge on the British, he got into the confidence of the
murder gang and was soon able to inform the police
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